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By Haac Bickerftaf E(q; 





Cur in Theatrum Cato fevere venifti 2 Mart. 





Fron Tuefday Fanuary 17. to Thine {dlay Fanuary 19. 1709. 


From my own Apartment, Fanuary 18. 


Find it is thought neceffary, that I (who 
have taken upon me to ceniure the Irregulari- 
ties of the Age) fhould give an Account of. 
my own Adtons when they appest doubtful, 

_ Or fubje& to Mifconftruction. - iy appearing 
at thie Play on Afonday aft, is looked upon asa 
Step in my Conduét, which I ought to explain, 
that others inay not be mifled by my Example. It 
is true in Matter of Fact, I was prefent at the in- 
genious Entertainment of that Day, and placed 
my ielf in a Box which was prepared for me with 
greet Civility and Diftingtion. It is faid of Virgil, 
when he enter’d a Roman Theztre, where there were 
many Thoufands of Spectators prefent, That the 
whole Aflembly rofe up to do him Honour ; a os 
fpest. which was never before paid to any but the 
Emperor. I muftconféfs, That univerfal Clap, and 
ortier Teltimomies of Applaufe, with which I was re- 
ceived at aay firft Appearance in the Theatre of Great 
Britain, gave we as fenfible a Delight, as the above- 


fieiticned Réception could give to that Immortal . 


Poet. {{houid be ungrateful at the fame Time,ifI did 
not take this Opportunity of acknowledging the 
tCivilities chat were fhown mé by Mr. Thomas 
geet, who made his Compliinents to me between 
the Acis, after a moft ingenuous and difcreet Man- 
ger; and at the fame Time communicated to 
me, that the Company of Upholders defired to re- 
ceive me at their Door at the End of the Haj-Adar- 
ket, and to light me home to my ings. - That 
Part of the Ceremony I forbad, and took particulak 
Care ,during the whole Play to obierve the 
Conduct of the Drama, and give no Offence by 
my own Behaviour. Here I think it will not be 
foreign to my Character, to lay down the pro- 
Duties of an Audience, and what 1s incum- 
ne upon cach individual Speétator in publick Di- 
verfions of this Nature. Every one fhould on 
thefe Occafions fhow his Attention, Underttan- 
ding and Virtue. I would undertake to find out all 
the Perfons of Senfe and Breeding by the Effect 
of a ingle Sentence, and diftinguifh a Gentle- 
wan as much by his Laugh, as his Bow. When 
we fee the Footman and his Lord diverted 
by the fame Jeft, it very much turns to the Di- 
ininution of the one, or the Honour of the other. 
But tho’ a Man’s Quality may appear in his Under- 
finding and Tait, the thegeod to Virtue ought to 
the {ame in all Ranks and Conditions of 

» however they inake a Profeffion of it un- 
der the Name of Honour, Religion, or Mora- 


lity. When therefore we fee any Thing divert 
an Audience, either in Tragedy or Comedy, that 
firikes at the Duties of Civil Life, or expotes 
what the beft Men in all Ages have looked up- 
on as facred and inviolable, it is the certain Sign 
of a profligate Race of Men, who are fallen from 
the Virtue of their Forefathers, and will be con- 
temptible in the Eyes of their Pofterity. For this 
Reaion I took great Delight in feeing the generoug 
and difinterefted Paffion of the Lovers in this Co- 
medy (which ftood fo many Tryals, and. was 
proved by fuch a Variety of diverting Incidents) 
received with an univerfal Approbation. This 
brings to my Mind.a Paflage in Gcero, which I 
could neyer.read without being in Love with 
the Virtue. of a Romaw Audience. He there de- 
{cribes the Shouts and Applaufes which the People 
gave to the Perfons who acted- the Parts of Pilades 
and Orefes, in the noble(t Occafion that a Poet 
could invent to fhow Friendthip in Perfection. 
One of them had forfeited +his Life by an Action 
which he .had committed; and as they ftood in 
Judgment before the Tyrant, each. of them frove 
who fhould be the Criminal, that. he, might! fave 
the Life of his Friend. . Amidft he; Vehemence of 
each afferting himfelf to be thes Offender, the Ro- 
man Audience gave a Thunder of Applaufe, and 
by that means, as the Author hints, approved in 
others what they would have done themfelves on 
the like Occafion. Methinks, a People af. fo much 
Virtue were defervedly placed at the Head of 
Mankind : But alas! Pleaiures of this Nature are 
not frequently to be net with on the Englifh Stage. 

The Athenians, ata Time when they were the moft 
polite, as well as the: molt powerful, Government 
in the World, made the Care of the Stage one of 
the chief Parts of the Adminiftration : And I mut 
confefs, I am aftonifhed at the Spirit of Virtue 
which appeared in that People upon fome Expref- 
fions in a Scene of a famous Tragedy ; an Account 
of which we have in one of Seneca’s _Epifties. A 
covetous Perfon is reprefented {peaking the com- 
mon Sentiments of all who are poflefled with that 
Vice in the following Soliloquy, which I have 
tranflated literally. 


Let me be called a bafe Man, fo 1 am called a rich 
one. Lf 4 Manis rich, who asks if he is good? The 
Queftion is, How much we have; not from whence, dr 
by what Means, we have it. Every one has fo much 
Merit as he bas Wealth. For my oxn Part, let me 
be rich, Oh ye Gods! or let me die. The Man dies 
happily, who dies increafin There is 


his ~— 
more Pleafarc in the Poffeffion of Wealth, than in shat 
of Parents, Children, Wife, or Friends. 


The 
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the whole Affembly rofé up at once in the greate 


Fury, witha Defign to pluck him off the Stage, and 
brand the Work it felf with Infamy. In the Midft of 
the Tumult, the Author came out from behind the 


Scenes, beggug, the Audience to be compoted for a 
dittle while, and they fhould fee the Tragical End 
which this Wretch fhould come to immediately. 
The Promife of Punifhment appeated the People, 
who fat with gecat Attention and Pleafure to fee 
an Example made of fo odious a Criminal. It is 
with Shame and Concern that 1 fpeak it; but I 
very much queftion, whether it is poffible to make 
aSpecch fo hhpious, 2s to rate fach a laudable 
Horror and Indignation in a Modern Audience. 
It is very natural for an Author to make Often- 
tation of his Reading, as it is for an Old Man totell 
Storics ; for which Reafon I mutt beg the Reader 
will cxcufe me, if I for once indulge my felf in 
boti thefe Inclinations. We fee the Attention, 
Judgment, and Virtue of a whole Audience, in 
the toregoing Inftances. If we would imitate the 
Behaviour of a fingle Spectator, let us reflect up- 
on that of Socrates, in a Particular which gives me 
as ereat an Idea of that extraordinary Man, as any 
Circvinttince of his Life; or what 1s more, of his 
Death. This venerable Perfon often frequented the 
Theatre, which brought a great many thither, out 
of a Defire to tee him. On which Occafions it 
is recorded of him, That he fometmes ftood to 
mike hi-elf the more conipicuous, and to fa- 
tisfie the Curiofity of the Bchoiders, He was one 
Day preient at the firft-Reprefentation of a Tra- 
‘gedy of Euripides, who was-his intimate Friend, 
.and whom he is f2id to have affifted in feveral 
of his Plays. In the Midft of the Tragedy, whtich 
Ahad imet with very great Succefs, there chanc’d 
to.be a Line that feem’d to encourage Vice and Im- 
morality. 
_..' This was no fooner fpoken, but Socrates rofe 
from his Seat,:and without any Regard to his Af- 
.festion for his Friend,..or.to the Succeis-of the 
Play, thowed himfelf difpfeatéd at what was faid, 
aud? walked’ out of the Affembly.. I queftion not 
»cbuc the Reddétitvill be curious to know what the 
Line was thitgave this Divine Heathen fo much 
LOffence. Sf my Memory fails‘me ‘not, it was in 
ethe Part of Hippolitas, who, when he ts prefled by 
ian Oath, «which. he lad. taken to keep Silence, re- 
dturnid for Antever, That he hid taken the Oath 
“savith his. ‘Fongue, but;not with his Heart.” ‘Had a 
Berton of a'victous Character cniade fuch a Speech, 
wt might have bcen allowed as.a proper Repreienta- 
+ gioncof the Botenets of his Thoughts: But fuch an 
: Expreilion out of the Mouth.of the virtuous Hip- 
2 plies, was viving a Sanétion to Falthood, and 
Sedlublithing Perjury by a Maxim. 
Having got over all Interruptions, I have fet a- 
purt to Morrow for the cloling of my Vilion. 


ddvertifements. 


THE Gentleman who not long fince received a Let- 
cer by the Penny-Polt, fubferibed,M,,N_ bsgs the Favour of 
a Line, with Direétions when and wlere he may wait on the 
Perfon, or find an agrecable Anfwer, 
at, The extravagant Mirth of Youth expofed, from 
the Confideration of a Judgnient'to come. A Funeral Sermon 
Gccalioned by the Death of Mr. George Srennete. Preached the 
17:h wf September, 170, by John Yiggyrr. Printed by John 
Darby, for John Boker ar Mercers-Chapel in (heaplide, 
«*, The Hittory of the Reign of Qucen Anne, di- 
gitted into Aon ds; being the moft compleac and impartial Ac- 
eount of al] Affaivs, Civil aud Military, both ae Home and A- 
brwad, lince Her Majefty’s happy Acceffion to the Throne; with 
great Variety of erce Memoirs, Speeches, and orher Curiofi- 
ties, nor elfewhese printed. In 7 Vol. O&ave, To be had in 
Seis or (ingle. Printed for, and fold by, Thomas Ward in the 
Inncr-Temple-Lane. Note, The 8h Vol, is now in the Picfs, 
and.will be pubsfhed with all fpced. 


The Audience were very much prdvoked by the 
firft Words of this Speech ; but when the Actor came 
to the Clofe of it, they could bear no longer. In ae 





; Jutt publith'’d, , 
++ A Treatife, entitled, A perfect Cure for the King, 
Evil (whether hereditary or accidental) by effectual Alcaling 
Medecines, faithfully, approved by the Experience of 18 Yeay 
Pragtice, and the Teftimony of above 400 Patients reftored fy 

ond Relapfe, By The. Fern, Chirurgeon, Giving an eng 
Account alfo, how he himielf was perfectly ‘cured by the 
Medicines, after having languifhed 11 Years ander the famepj 
ftemper, and being | at over by feveral eminent Phiyficias 
and Surgeons in London, Printed for D. Browa without T; 
ple Bar, G. Strahan at the Golden-Ball in Cornhil, A. Betfwon 
at the Red Lion on London-Bridge, C. King in Weftmingy, 
Hall, W. Mears near Lincolns-Inn Gate in Chancery Lane, anf 
ac the Auttior’s Houfe in Grange-Court near Lincolns-Ina, Prig 
18. 6d. bound, 1, ftitch’d, 

To the Quality and Gentry. 


A Painter, bred under a celebrated Foreign Mafte 
curious alfo in Gardening, particularly in Flowers and ry 
Plants, is deiirous to live in the Country with a Perfon of Qu. 
lity or Gentleman. His tarther Recommendation, 8c, may 
known at the Britannia Cuffee-houfe, Charing-crofs, 
Next Week will be publith’d, 


#*» The Memoirs of the Marquis de Langallerie 
pe an Account ot the molt fecret Intrigues of the F; 
Spanifh and Bavarian Courts, and the molt remarkable Ba 
sieges, and Encampmeats, in Germany, Spain and Flanders: 
Together with the moft confiderable Treaties and Alliances ma 
with France, trom the Year 1687, to the Year 1710. Intermix 
with fevcral original private Letters, (never made ublick ) 
writtcn by the French King, Cardinal Portocanero, Duke 
Anjou, Elector of Bavaria, Marquis de Torcy, Charles jit. ¢ 
Spain, Prince Eugenc, Duke of Marlborough, Duke of Or 
Monficur Auverqucique, &c. Princed ir. Round at Senea 
Head in‘Change-Alley, and N. Cliff at the Candkftick in Cheap 
fide, 
D Juft publith’d, 
«*» The Original and Inftitution of Civil Governmen 
difculs’d, viz. 1. An Examination of the Patriarchal Scheme 
Government. II, A Defenee of Mr. Hocker’s Judgment, &, 
To which is added, A large Anfwer to Dr. Francis Atterb 
Charge of Rebeliion: In which the Subitance of his Latin s. 
mon is productd, and tully examined, By Benj. Hoadly, M.4, 
Reétor of St. Peter’s Poor, Printed coe at the Crowp 
in St. Paul’s Church-yard, Octavo. re may be had his Me. 
fures of Submiffion to the Civil Magiltrare ; his Reafonablens 
ot Contormiry to the Church ot England, in 2 Parts, and De 
tence, Octavo ; and his Defence of Epxcopal Ordination, Odan, 
evs Field's Bible, and all other Sorts and Sizes of 
Bibics and Common-Prayers, fit tor Churches and Familics,ruled 
or upruled, and in all forrs of Binding, viz. Righr 
red and blue. Turkey, Ruffia-Leather, &c. Mir. Sturt’s Curs, v. 
rioufly engraven ; with ail other Sorts of Cuts,either tor Bibles u 
Common Books of Biayers; the Sacrament and Devotion, bound 
with the Crmmon-Prayer or fingle; Tate and Brady’s new 
Plalims, with the new a yey ; Burket on the New Teln. 
ment, in Folio, the 4th dnd lait Edition; the Lord Clarendon} 
Hiftory of the Rebcilion, &c. Wincheiter Manual ; a new Bi 
tith Spelling-Book ; Young’s Spelling-Book ; and Dr. William 
and Lewis's Catechifm, for the Ufe of Charity-Schuols, by 
Wholefaie or Retale, at reafonable Rates Cafes for Letters ot 
Bills. Stains and Ink are likewife taken cut ot Books ot Vs 
Jue, and Bu:Ks neatly bound and gilt, by J. Hazard ar the Go- 
den Bible in Stationers-Coure near the Hall within Ludgae. 
t+ The famous Medicine for curing the Cholick, tha 
has tor ¢ m: Time been fold by Mr. Rogers, Bookfelle, in Flet- 
ftreet, at2*.and 6d. the Paper, has Jarely cured a Gentlewo 
uiin near Tunbridge of above 70 Years old, who had beenat- 
fliSted wirh char Diltemper at Times for above 40 Years, and for 
above halt a Year lait palt had ic without any Intermiffon, » 
appears by @ Letrer trom a Fricnd of the Gentlewoman’s feat 
to Mv, Rogers, dated July 9. 1709. which is tu be feén ai hisShp 
by any one thar défires it, 
D1 rifwogth's Liecozd In’ Ponder, 
FOR making expediticufly the blackett and mot 
iaiting Writing Ink ; being a Tinctue trom Minerals, Mir 
chafires, with othr pondcrous Ingredients, far exceeding (fr 
this Purpufe) any diffulving Powder whaiever. Each Sixpeany 
Paper contains three Ounces, fealed up with Diredtions ; 8 Ps 
pers make a Gallon; 4 more, with the former Sedimegt, will 
make ancther Gallon as good as rhe firit; and thus in a 
tion for a greater or lefs Quantity, is much cheaper than bi 
toknown, It is alfo fit tor-Carriaze by Sea and Lend, as now 
picpared in Powder by Auttin OldifwOrth, Sracioner, at te 
Goiden-Ball in Cannon-ftreet. Sold by J. Mo: phew near Sw 
tioners-Hall, and the Stationers, Book{ellers and Habeidather, 


‘in Londen, and other Cities and chief Towns in Great Britaio 


and Ireland. ° 
PAE Famous POWDER tor the STONE, GRAVEL, sé 
T STRANGURY, that has paf.rm’d fo many remar 
Cures ia thole Cafes, of which there are continued Ioftancs. 
Certificates whereof, rogether with the Names and Places o 
Abode of many that have been_relicy’d by it, tco numerous to 
inferted here, are to be feen at Mr, Rogers’s, Bookfeller in Flee 
ftreet, There are likewift feveral large Stones that it, has 
away from divers Perfons, to be feen at Mr. Aylmes’e, Boo 
in Cornhil: At both which Places only it is to be {uld, = 
the Paper, which contains 3 Dofts, with Directions, The 
who preparts it, is to be fpoken with every Tucfday and Th 
day, between 11 and 12, at vir. Rogers's Shop above-mentioa’d 


— 





Sold by John Morphew near Stationers-Fiall; where Advoctifements are taken in. 
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